





Discover the vibrant heart of North Bay, where small-town charm meets a lively, walkable downtown just minutes from
the waterfront. Stroll from one shop to the next without any rush. Just a short walk from the waterfront, the downtown
core is full of locally owned spots—little boutiques, bakeries that smell like fresh bread, and cafés that are perfect for a
slow morning or an afternoon catch-up.

It's the kind of place where you can spend an hour... and end up staying all day.

Downtown North Bay is more than a place —it’s an experience. Throughout the year, the streets come to life with signature
events and festivals that bring people together:

1. Browse local art during Downtown Gallery Hops

2. Shop fresh and local at the beloved North Bay Farmers’ Market (held rain or shine on Wednesdays and Saturdays in
summer),

3. Or join the crowds for can’t-miss events like the Bay Block Party in August and the festive Outdoor Winter Market and
Old Fashion Downtown Christmas Walk in November

Easy to explore by foot or car, the downtown offers convenient access with pedestrian-friendly streets and free parking
options, making it simple to stop, shop, and stay awhile.

downtown north bay

WATERFRONT

Just a short five-minute walk from downtown, the stunning shores of Lake Nipissing invite you to slow down and soak it all
in. This expansive waterfront is one of North Bay’s most iconic experiences, offering sandy beaches, scenic walking paths,

and breathtaking sunsets in every season.

Take a relaxing stroll along the shoreline, find a spot on the beach to watch the waves roll in or hire a paddle board to
enjoy the shallow warm waters of the lake. Families gather at the playgrounds, enjoy lakeside picnic or set out on the
water aboard the Chief Commanda Il for a memorable lake cruise.

FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN
North Bay doesn’t need to try to be family-friendly —it just is.

With plenty of free and accessible activities for all ages. There’s space to play, room to explore, and plenty of ways to spend

a day together without overplanning.

Spend the day enjoying outdoor basketball and volleyball courts, the Kiwanis All Wheel Skate Park and Pump Track and all

accessible playground or cool off at the splash pad located just steps from the North Bay Museum.

There’s a timeless feel here too. The Heritage Carousels bring old-fashioned magic, while the miniature train offers a simple

kind of joy that never really goes out of style. It’s the kind of place where memories are made without trying too hard.

With so much to see and do within walking distance —from downtown shops to waterfront adventures—North Bay makes

it easy for families to connect, explore, and create lasting memories together.

“Walkable downtown just

minutes from the waterfront”

tourismnorthbay.com
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Beyond its small-town charm, known for
attracting film and television producers
and tourists alike, Downtown North Bay
offers visitors a rich cultural landscape
to explore. From lively murals adorning
walls and street corners to remarkable art
galleries, eclectic artisanal markets, and
captivating live performances, a day in the
heart of North Bay’s arts and culture scene
promises an unforgettable journey through
the soul of the city.

A Morning Street Art Tour

As the sunrises over the heritage buildings
of the downtown core, begin your day with
a warm cup of coffee from one of the many
cafes and set out on a leisurely stroll that
doubles as an outdoor art gallery. The
streets come alive with vibrant murals
and public art pieces from local and
contemporary Canadian artists.

Embark on your own self-guided
adventure with the free Downtown Art Tour
using the Driftscape app. This easy-to-use
tour takes you through the ever-evolving
collection of art scattered throughout
downtown. Explore at your own pace and
experience the colour and vibrancy these
works bring to public spaces.

Gallery Hopping: A Local Creative
Tradition

From street-side art to indoor gems, North
Bay’s galleries and shops await along the
Main Street corridor. These spaces set
the scene for a city tradition known as
the Downtown Gallery Hop, a quarterly
event where visitors and locals explore
participating galleries and enjoy cultural
programming.

a day in the heart of north bay

A must-see stop is the WKP Kennedy
Gallery, North Bay’s public art gallery
located in the Capitol Centre, showcasing
a diverse collection of contemporary and
traditional works. Nearby, the White Water
Gallery—Canada’s longest-running artist-
run centre—supports local talent while
hosting contemporary Canadian artists
through thought-provoking exhibitions
and events.

No visit is complete without the North Bay
Museum, located in the historic Canadian
Pacific Railway station. With interactive
and artifact-based exhibits for all ages,
the museum also hosts popular events
throughout the year, including the Retro
Video Game Exhibit in spring and Haunted
Hikes in fall.

Retail Therapy: Local
Craftsmanship and Artisan
Treasures

Along Main and Oak streets, shops
highlight local artisans and craft makers,
offering a variety of locally sourced
products.

The FARM - fashion, art, retail market — is
a collective of emerging and established
designers supporting local and Canadian
talent. It offers both a boutique-style retail
space and a collaborative workspace,
making it a go-to for locally made finds.

For those drawn to hands-on creativity,
Stix & Stones offers knitting and crocheting
supplies and workshops, inviting
visitors to embrace the joy of handmade
craftsmanship.

Evening Vibes in a Music City

As evening sets in, North Bay’s vibrant
music scene comes to life. Start your
night at the historic Capitol Centre’s Betty
Speers Theatre, a heritage venue that has
hosted legendary performers such as
Johnny Cash, Phyllis Diller, Brenda Lee,
and Roy Orbison. Today, it continues to
showcase touring artists and local talent,
including the North Bay Symphony and
Blues Fest.

Looking to keep the night going? Head to
Lou Dawgs on Main Street East, a local
favourite featuring live music most days of
the week.

For a taste of Latin flavour, take a short
walk to La Casa de Maria, where authentic
Mexican and Latin American cuisine meets
lively evening entertainment, from DJ
nights to live bands and salsa dancing.

North Bay’s
arts & culture

community is a
MUST DO.

If you're visiting in late August, don’t
miss the Bay Block Party, the largest
annual street festival in the north, where
downtown transforms into a music lover’s
dream. Festival season aside, any time
of year is the right time to experience live
music across the city.

After a day spent exploring, shopping, and
enjoying live entertainment, it’s time to
unwind and reflect on the artistic pulse that
defines Downtown North Bay. Whether it’s
the first stop on your itinerary or the last,
the city’s arts and culture scene is a must-
experience, with local artisans, musicians,
shops, and venues ready to welcome you.

tourismnorthbay.com



VIBRANT, FRENCH, AND THRIVING

In North Bay, Francophone culture is a living, evolving
part of the city’s identity. At the heart of this vibrant
community stands Les Compagnons des francs loisirs,
an organization that has been nurturing French language
and culture in the region for more than sixty years.

Foundedin 1963, Les Compagnons has grown alongside
the community it serves. Over the decades, the
organization has helped create countless moments that
bring people together—concerts, cultural gatherings,
celebrations, and community activities where residents
can connect, share, and celebrate in French.

Today, the Francophone community in North Bay reflects
the diversity of Northern Ontario itself. Long-established
Franco-Ontarian traditions meet new cultural influences
brought by Francophones from across Canada and
around the world. Les Compagnons continues to play
a key role in bringing these different voices together

through culture.

A CULTURAL SEASON GUIDED BY DIVERSITY

For the 2026-2027 cultural season, one word captures the
vision of Les Compagnons: diversity.

Each year, beloved artists return to North Bay while new
voices from the wider Francophone world are introduced
to local audiences. Together, they create programming
that celebrates both tradition and innovation, reflecting a
Francophone identity that continues to grow and evolve.

SUMMER 2026

Summer offers many opportunities to experience
Francophone culture in North Bay.

Artist Gabrielle Goulet will perform at Leisure Farms for a
lively outdoor concert. She will also present a free show
near the North Bay marina, inviting residents and visitors
alike to enjoy an evening of music by the waterfront. Saint-
Jean-Baptiste Day remains another important moment
for the community to gather and celebrate Francophone
heritage. A highlight of the season will take place in June
with “Vacances” by Flip Fabrique, presented during
Culture Nights in partnership with the City of North Bay.
This travelling performance transforms public spaces into
vibrant stages where acrobatics, theatre, and community
spirit come together.

FALL 2026

Autumn begins with one of the most meaningful celebrations
for Franco-Ontarians: Franco-Ontarian Day on September
25. This year’s festivities will feature artist Zale Seck, whose
energetic rhythms and multicultural influences reflect the
richness of the global Francophonie.

This year, the celebration carries special significance with
the presence of a permanent Franco-Ontarian flagpole in
front of City Hall, where the green and white flag now proudly
flies—a daily reminder of the French-speaking roots that are
part of North Bay’s story.

In October, families can enjoy the popular Pumpkin Hunt at
Champlain Park, a festive fall event featuring free activities
such as bouncy castles, pumpkin decorating, mazes, and
outdoor games.

The season continues in November in Sturgeon Falls, where
beloved Franco-Ontarian singer Damien Robitaille will bring
his creativity and vibrant stage presence to audiences.

For those who enjoy traditional social gatherings, square
dancing evenings will also be offered more frequently this
year—bringing people of all ages together around this
classic French-Canadian pastime.

WINTER 2027

Winter in North Bay would not be complete without the
Carnaval des Compagnons, a beloved celebration that now
carries more than 64 years of tradition.

Throughout the month, Carnaval brings the community
together with a wide range of activities that showcase the
spirit of Northern Ontario winters. Visitors can plan their
weekends around events they enjoy most—whether it’s
taking part in an ice-fishing tournament, trying curling with
Club Richelieu North Bay, or attending a lively improvisation
match with LINO.

Families can also enjoy Welcome to Winter in North Bay,
a festive outdoor day featuring sliding, skating, fireworks,
and street animation, where residents and visitors gather to
celebrate the season together.

Another highlight is Journée Boréal, a winter celebration for
families that encourages everyone to experience the joy of
the outdoors. The festivities are complemented by a special
performance from a talented artist at the Capitol Centre,
adding a memorable touch to the Carnaval season.

Designed as a month-long celebration, the Carnaval offers
something new each day—making it the perfect time to
experience winter in North Bay at its most festive.

SPRING 2027

Spring continues the cultural season with hands-on
workshops that celebrate traditional craftsmanship and
heritage.

Participants will have the opportunity to explore activities
such as limberjack (bonhomme gigueux) workshops, pottery
workshops, and traditional sash weaving. These workshops
will take place across the region, including Mattawa, North
Bay, Nipissing West, and East Ferris, allowing communities
throughout the region to participate.

March is also Francophonie Month, highlighted by the Souper
de la Francophonie organized by Club Richelieu Sturgeon
Falls. The event brings together community leaders, artists,
and residents to celebrate French language and culture.
Throughout the month, renowned francophone artists will
also visit the Nipissing region to take part in the festivities.

A COMMUNITY ACTIVE AT EVERY AGE

The vitality of North Bay’s Francophone community can
also be seen in programs designed for older adults. At the
Centre de vie active - Compagnons d’Or, French-speaking
seniors gather regularly to stay active, build friendships,
and participate in social activities in their language. These
initiatives play a quiet but important role in strengthening
community connections and well-being.

A FRANCOPHONE COMMUNITY THAT CONTINUES TO GROW

What began more than six decades ago with a handful of
determined families has grown into a vibrant and welcoming
community. Today, North Bay’s Francophonie continues to
flourish—supported by strong traditions and enriched by
the cultures and stories of those who now call the region
home.

As a new cultural season approaches, one message stands
out clearly: in North Bay, diversity is not only welcomed —it
is celebrated.

for more:

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
20 Les Compagnons des francs loisirs, a cultural beacon in North Bay
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MAAMWI KINDAASWIN
POW-WOW

Experience the heartbeat of Indigenous

NORTH BAY POUTINE FEAST

Indulge in Canada’s most iconic comfort
food reimagined in deliciously creative

ways — then vote for your favourite
while enjoying live entertainment and
lakeside summer vibes.

culture as powerful drumming,
breathtaking regalia, traditional
dancing, and authentic food come
together in a celebration that is both
moving and unforgettable.

10 Summer Festivals

You Can't MISS
In North Bay

for more:

“North Bay — a vibrant lakeside city that
transforms into a festival wonderland
during the warmer months.”

LA SAINT-JEAN-BAPTISTE
CELEBRATION

Immerse yourself in vibrant French-
Canadian culture with live music, family-
friendly activities, and a joyful community
atmosphere proudly celebrated by Les
Compagnons des francs loisirs.

On The Edge Fringe Festival

Discover bold, original, and unexpected
performances as theatre, comedy,
dance, and experimental art take
centre stage in an intimate festival that
celebrates creativity without limits.

SHAKE THE LAKE RIBFEST

Follow the smoky aroma to the
waterfront where award-winning rib
teams, cold drinks, and live music
create the ultimate summer BBQ
experience — all with a view of Lake
Nipissing.

BAY BLOCK PARTY

Downtown North Bay transforms
into a high-energy street celebration
filled with live music, local eats, patio
culture, and a buzzing crowd that
captures the city’s welcoming spirit.

HOT SUMMER NIGHT MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Grab alawn chair, feel the breeze off the
water, and settle in for a free outdoor
concert showcasing incredible local
and regional talent under a glowing
North Bay sunset.

AFRO-CARIBBEAN FESTIVAL

Feel the rhythm, taste the flavour, and
celebrate the rich traditions of African
and Caribbean cultures through music,
dance, food, and vibrant community
connection.

BOATAPALOOZA

Pull up by boat, paddle in by kayak, or
claim a coveted patio seat at Average
Joe’s on Trout Lake and enjoy live music
in one of the most uniquely North Bay
summer settings imaginable.

NORTH BAY PRIDE

Celebrate love, inclusion, and
community with colourful parades, live
performances, and joyful events that
make Pride in North Bay both heartfelt
and high-energy.

26 10 summer festivals you can’t miss in North Bay
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EXPERIENCE THE THRILL

written by Jeff Mcgirr, local powersports enthusiast

Imagine a place that embraced
off-roading and snowmobiling so
much that no matter which direction
you looked you would find riding
opportunities. Did you know a place
like this exists? Do you dream about
off-road 4x4 adventures, and two-
wheel trails nestled within mega terrain
and stunning forests? Or perhaps
snowmobile heavens of interconnected
trails, deep abundant snow, and ride-
to-your-door services? You may think
to reach such an amazing place you
would have to drive dozens of hours,
but the reality is North Bay is just 3
hours north of Toronto, 4 hours west
of Ottawa and less than 6 hours from
major USA-Ontario border crossings.

Off-Road Trails

The topography in the region lends
itself to naturally create some of the
best off-road riding adventures. This
diverse terrain formed by glacier
activity thousands of years ago mixes
rock, gravel, sand, loams, and soils
creating the perfect mix of terra-firm
for powersports adventures. Atop
the landscape, you will be within the
Great Lakes St. Lawrence Forest
which boasts plenty of multifarious
vegetation and in the fall expect to see

stunning fall colours. There’s a bounty
of riding opportunities in all directions,
offering great adventures no matter
your method of transportation. To get
you started I’'ve provided a synopsis of
the best and easiest to access off-road
destinations in the area.

The Voyageur Multi-Use Trail System
is located just a few minutes east of
North Bay within the foothills of the
Laurentian Mountain range. Here you
will find 300km’s of signed, mapped,
and marked off-road multi-use trails.
This trail system boasts varied terrain
for all experience levels and vehicle

types such as ATV, SXS, Off-Road
or Adventure Motorcycle, and even
4x4 Trucks and Jeeps. Within the trail
system, you can expect to find several
unique points of interest including the
historic Purdy Mica Mine which dates
back to the 1940s, majestic lookouts
including the scenic Redbridge
Lookout, and Birds Eye View as well
as crystal clear lakes. The trail system
can be accessed via a few different
points, including via Songis Road by
Camp Conewango as well as three
separate points to the north of the town
of Mattawa off of Highway 533.

In addition to the extension and best-in-
class VMUTS trail system opportunities
exist for off-road explorers to venture
onto an abundance of crown land
trails in the area, of popular note are
two locations, the first being south
of Bonfield and east of Powassan
in Boulter Township and the second
being just north of the city at Sand Dam
Road., in both locations you will find an
abundance of exploration opportunities
on unmaintained old colonization and
logging roads, remote backcountry
lakes and even mythological sites.

Snowmobile Trails

You can ride anywhere from North
Bay; it’s one of the many reasons why
it is such a great place to snowmobile.
Trails in the immediate area offer great
diversity combining twisting forest
trails with plenty of elevation change,
wide open utility corridors that lead
to extensive vistas, scenic lake runs
accordingly marked, and even self-
guided snow tours that take in unique
points of interest that offer learnings
from a local legend. It’'s common for
the area to have one of the longest
snowmobile seasons in the province,
sometimes stretching from December
into April, this extensive season allows
for local clubs to build an ample base
providing some of the best quality trails
you will find anywhere.

The Near North Trail Association along
with its local member clubs, the North
Bay Snowmobile Club and South Shore
Snowmobile Club, maintain some of
the world’s greatest snowmobile trails
that connect directly to the city of North
Bay. Popularinthe area are three world-
renowned snowmobile tours including
the Ride Around Algonquin Park (RAP)
tour, the Ride Around Nipissing Tour
(RAN) and the Explorers Snow Tour.

North Bay is a popular destination to
ride out of for day trips as you canride in
all directions and access thousands of
kilometers of maintained snowmobile
trails. While riding the trails in the area
it’'s common to see an abundance of
wildlife including moose and deer and
even occasionally the evasive lynx.
The area is also a great choice to base

when heading even further north as the
main provincial TOP A and TOP D trails
run right through North Bay.

The local hotels and motels are
snowmobile friendly, with many offering
secure snowmobile lock-up parking,
plenty of room for trucks and trailers,
and easy access to fuel, restaurants,
and most importantly direct trail ride
from your door access.

For more detailed rider resources:

experience the thrill

tourismnorthbay.com












written by north bay-mattawa conservation authority

DO YOU HAVE THE HEART OF AN

EXPLORER?

At North Bay - Mattawa Conservation
Authority (NBMCA) conservation areas
throughout the region, you’ll discover
the thundering waterfalls of Eau Claire
Gorge, the footprints of glaciers at
Corbeil, the spectacular views of
Almaguin Highlands from Powassan
Mountain, the “meeting of two rivers”
at Mattawa Island, and the Lake Trout
of Papineau Lake.

Corbeil Conservation Area (15 minutes
east of North Bay, off Hwys 17 & 94)

Corbeil Conservation Area includes
part of the historic LaVase River
and its floodplain. Recognizing its
unique ecological features, NBMCA
developed a self-guided, 1.8 km trail
which leads visitors through a variety of
landscapes. Several interpretive sites
detail the changes that occurred in the
forest over time. A highlight of the walk
is several interesting rock formations
that were created by glaciers during
the last Ice Age.

Eau Claire Gorge Conservation Area
(40 minutes east of North Bay, off Hwys
17 & 630)

The most spectacular scenic feature is
the Gorge itself, where the Amable du
Fond river flows between steep rock
walls in a dramatic series of rapids
and waterfalls. A self-guided 1.9 km
interpretive trail details the natural and

human history of the area, including
a long gone log slide and dam built
on the property in the 1870s for the
Mackey Lumber Company. A replica
logger’s cabin, found along the trail,
was reconstructed in 1989. (Please
note the cabin is for day use only -
overnight stays and campfires are not
permitted.)

Mattawa Island Conservation Area (48
minutes east of North Bay in the Town
of Mattawa)

A sandy beach on the Mattawa River,
not far from the junction of the Mattawa
and Ottawa Rivers, is the perfect spot
to cool off from summer’s heat and
enjoy a family picnic. Downstream
from the conservation area, you’ll
see the historic three white crosses
overlooking the town, high on the crest
of the hill on the Quebec side of the
Ottawa River. Originally built in 1686

to mark the “meeting of two rivers”,
the crosses have been replaced and
restored several times since.

Papineau Lake Conservation Area (1 hr
east of North Bay, off Hwy 17 east of
Mattawa)

A boat launching ramp and dock
provide boaters and anglers with
access to picturesque Papineau Lake,
well-known with the locals for Lake
Trout. Ontario Fishing Regulations
for Fisheries Management Zone 11
gives the inside scoop on the season,
size, and limits for your catch. There
is, however, no limit to the number of
photographs you can take! The 227.5
ha (562 acres), 4.3 km long lake is just
the right size to explore in a canoe or
kayak. You may even catch a glimpse
of wildlife along the shoreline of this
isolated lake.

Powassan Mountain Conservation
Area (25 minutes south of North Bay in
the Town of Powassan)

Breathtaking views of the rolling
highlands await you at the top of
the gentle Powassan Mountain. An
adjoining trail system called “The Pines”
offers visitors a low impact recreation
opportunity and access to the lookout.
The Pines Trails are maintained by local
community volunteers supported by
the Municipality of Powassan.

HIT THE ROAD: SCENIC DRIVE
TOURS AROUND NORTH BAY

Northern Ontario is made for the open road, and North Bay is the perfect starting (and ending) point for two unforgettable
self-drive adventures: the Lake Nipissing Tour and the Lake Temiskaming Tour. Both offer natural beauty, charming towns,
and plenty of local flavor along the way.

LAKE NIPISSING LOOP TOUR

The Lake Nipissing Loop is a full-day scenic drive that can be driven in all seasons and takes you through a mix of charming
small towns, serene waterfronts, and picturesque countryside. Along the way, you’'ll enjoy a blend of Northern Ontario’s
history, culture, and culinary delights—from local treats and artisanal goods to stunning natural vistas. The route offers
plenty of opportunities to stretch your legs, explore shops and markets, and take in the tranquil beauty of the lake and
surrounding forests. By the end of the day, with the sun setting over the water, you’ll return to North Bay with a camera
full of photos, a few local treats in hand, and memories of a truly immersive Northern Ontario experience.

LAKE TEMISKAMING LOOP TOUR

This self-drive loop celebrates the expansive shoreline, deep waters, and rich cultural tapestry of the region. The Lake
Temiskaming Loop Tour will take you north of North Bay, and up and over into Quebec before making your way back into
Ontario. This route is ideal for travelers who enjoy quiet roads, dramatic lake vistas, and charming small towns. Along the
way, discover lighthouses, local artisans, and heritage sites that tell the story of the lake’s role in trade and settlement.
Outdoor enthusiasts will appreciate the opportunities to hike, kayak, or simply take in the panoramic views from scenic
pull-offs. The tour provides a perfect balance of adventure and letting you immerse yourself in the beauty and history of

Northern Ontario and Abitibi- Temiscamingue.
for more:

Both tours are designed to be flexible —you can drive them in a single day, or
spread your journey over a 2 to 3 days to fully explore the sights. Grab your
map, pack some snacks, and hit the road.

Pro tip: Bring a camera, comfortable walking shoes, and a sense of
adventure —you never know what hidden gems you’ll discover along the way!

LAKE NIPISSING LOOP HOT SPQOTS

1.Callander Lighthouse & Lookout — Morning views over
Callander Bay; perfect for photos and a peaceful stroll.

LAKE TEMISKAMING TOUR HOT SPOTS

1.Temagami Fire Tower I Climb the historic Jre tower for
breathtaking panoramic views of the forests and lakes of

2.Mill Bay Park Ice Creamery & Board’s Honey (Restoule) the Temagami region
- Treats for all ages: creamy ice cream and local honey. 2.Devil’s Rock Hike — Challenge yourself with the Devil’s

3.Port Loring — enjoy a short cruise on the Port Loring Rl 2 U iz LT e

Eco and Historical Tour boat and some lunch at The Port
Shores.

3.Ville-Marie — Explore this lakeside community and take
a guided tour at Parks Canada National Historic Site;

4.French River Trading Post — Iconic stop for Indigenous Obadjiwan-Fort Temiscamingue
crafts, souvenirs, and fudge. 4.Témiscaming — explore the many viewpoints of the

5.Sturgeon Falls - enjoy a boardwalk stroll along the Chutes Gordon and the old local railway museum.

marina to the sweeping views where the river meets Lake
Nipissing.

5.Mattawa - Discover the historic town at the Ottawa and
Mattawa Rivers’ meeting point, a gateway to Indigenous

and fur-trading history.

spend the day at these conservation parks

Hit the Road: Scenic Drive Tours Around North Bay




Wl NTER ACT IV | T | ES + For those looking for a bit of height, Laurentian Ski Hill is a

favorite destination for downhill skiing and snowboarding,

EVE NTS with slopes suitable for beginners and experts alike.
The thrill of gliding down the slopes, surrounded by the

e Hit the slopes at Laurentian Ski Hill breathtaking views of Lake Nipissing, is an experience that

¢ Cross country ski at Nordic Ski Club is sure to get your heart racing.

Lake Nipissing becomes a vast playground during the
winter months. Ice fishing enthusiasts flock to the frozen
lake, drilling holes and patiently waiting for the telltale
* Fat Bike or snowshoe the Laurentian tug on their lines. Ice fishing shacks dot the landscape,
Escarpment creating a unique and communal experience for anglers.

7 Goice Jshing on Lake Nipissing Whether you're seeking thrilling speeds, stunning winter
* Enjoy the Lee Park ice skating oval landscapes, or the camaraderie of fellow riders, North
Bay is a fantastic destination to explore the joys of
snowmobiling.

¢ Try your hand at kick sledding on frozen
lakes or trails

¢ Run the RAN and hit the snowmobiling
trails (District 11)

e Walk up and enjoy the sights and trails
at Duchesnay Falls

Winter festivals and events also light up North Bay’s
calendar. From Christmas parades and outdoor ice
skating rinks to biennial Ice Follies (a festival celebrating
¢ The Santa Claus Parade contemporary and community engaged art), there is
always something to celebrate in this city during the colder

¢ Annual Old Fashioned Downtown Christmas
months.

Walk
« Carnaval des Compagnons Forthosg who prefer a slower pace, cozy up inawelcoming

space with a warm cup of hot cocoa or a bowl of hearty
* Experience Ice Follies (biennial outdoor art soup at one of the city’s charming cafes or restaurants.

festival . .
SR Whether you are a winter sports enthusiast, a nature lover,

* Cheer loudly at a North Bay Battalion or someone simply seeking the magic of the season, North
home game Bay invites you to embrace the wonders and fun of winter

e Ho Ho Ho 5km Run in true Northern style.

¢ Families First — New Years Eve
Celebration

e Qutdoor Winter Market Experience

for more winter fun:

When a pristine blanket of snow covers the landscape,
North Bay transforms into a winter wonderland offering
a treasure trove of winter activities and experiences that
beckon both residents and visitors to embrace the joys of
the winter season.

Strap on your skis or snowshoes and venture into the
expansive wilderness that surrounds the city. With the
city’s extensive network of trails, the hushed, snow-
covered forests and frozen lakes create a serene and
enchanting backdrop, making each excursion a journey
into the heart of winter’s magic.

winter tourismnorthbay.com



written by mat koprash, local fishing enthusiast

The ‘Gateway of the North’, offers
anglers a premier fishing experience
just three hours north of the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA). Boasting
accessibility to numerous lakes,
including the renowned Lake Nipissing,
Trout Lake, Lake Nosbonsing, Talon
Lake, and the Restoule Chain of
lakes, North Bay provides year-round
opportunities to target a diverse array
of species. Whether you’re an avid
angler seeking trophy catches or a
family looking for a relaxing fishing
getaway, North Bay has it all.

North Bay’s fishing scene caters to
anglers targeting various species,
including walleye, musky, smallmouth
and largemouth bass, northern pike,
and trout (including laker, splake, and
spec/brooke). The region’s flagship
waterbody, Lake Nipissing, stands out
as a world-class fishery with its vast
ecosystem, numerous islands, and
breathtaking views. The lake hosts a
rich population of walleye, bass, musky,
and pike, providing opportunities for
anglers to pursue trophy-caliber fish in
open water and during the ice fishing
season.

Lake Nipissing:
A Year-Round Gem

Lake Nipissing’s allure extends across
all seasons. Anglers can explore main
lake structure, weedy bays, large river
systems, and the hundreds of islands
and shoals that it is host to. In winter,
the lake transforms into an ice angler’s
paradise, with thousands of shacks
dotting its frozen surface. Ice fishing
enthusiasts mainly target walleye
and perch, with the added popularity
of Burbot fishing. Lake Nipissing
truly stands as the community’s
top producer, fostering a sense of
camaraderie among ice anglers.

Hidden Gems:
Trout Lake, Turtle Lake
and Talon Lake

Trout Lake, connected to Turtle Lake
and Talon Lake, offers a unique blend
of serene landscapes and varied
fishing experiences. While Trout Lake
has a dense population and sees
frequent pleasure boaters, it remains
a hidden gem. Smallmouth bass thrive
in its waters, and the musky fishery is a
staple for North Bay locals, Turtle Lake,

a year-round anglers paradise

often overlooked, surprises explorers
with its remote and untouched
beauty, providing peaceful shorelines,
massive rock bluffs, and a thriving fish
population.

Talon Lake, another excellent fishery,
offers multi-species opportunities
including lake trout. The presence of
walleye, smallmouth bass, and musky,
combined with accessible ice angling
options through the Ontario Federation
Snowmobiling Club (OFSC) trail, makes
Talon Lake a versatile destination for
anglers throughout the year.

Lake Nosbonsing:
A Pike Haven

Lake Nosbonsing, renowned for its
annual June Pike Tournament, is
another gem in the area. This sheltered
inland lake ensures anglers can fish
regardless of weather conditions,
offering many different bays and
structures to target. Largemouth bass,
steadily increasing in population, and
walleye can also be targeted year-
round, with ice anglers finding success
in the pursuit of walleye.

Restoule Chain of Lakes:
A Southern Escape

For those seeking a day trip from
North Bay, the Restoule Chain of
lakes beckons. This system, including
Restoule, Commanda, Stormy, and
Cloudy Lakes, hosts a variety of
species, such as lake trout, musky,
walleye, bass, and crappie. Situated
south of North Bay, the Restoule Chain
offers a pristine escape, complete with
a provincial park and all the amenities
needed for all-season adventures.

Accommodations and
Accessibility

North Bay prides itself on providing
a range of accommodations, from
campsites to full housekeeping
packages. Anglers and families can
choose from low-pressure, highly
populated fisheries to secluded
retreats, catering to both hardcore
anglers and families alike. With all four
seasons, including a stable winter with
ice conditions from January to March,
North Bay guarantees a memorable
fishing experience.

As you plan your next fishing
trip, consider North Bay as your
destination. With its diverse fisheries,
breathtaking landscapes, and year-
round accessibility, North Bay caters
to anglers of all levels and preferences.
Load up your vehicle and embark on
a journey just three hours north of
the GTA, where an angler’s paradise
awaits along the high-speed four-lane
highway. North Bay is more than a
‘Gateway of the North’, it's an invitation
to a fishing adventure for all seasons.

tourismnorthbay.com
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| written by 22 wing/canadian forces base north bay

22 Wing/Canadian Forces Base (CFB)
North Bay is the Royal Canadian Air
Force (RCAF)’s central wing for guarding
North American air sovereignty.

RCAF Station North Bay opened on
September 1, 1951, as part of Canada’s
national air defence network, built in
response to the Cold War. In 1963,
the station was renamed CFB North
Bay, and Canada’s North American
Aerospace Defence Command
(NORAD) Underground Complex (UGC)
was where Canadian and American
NORAD personnel guarded North
America’s Cold War frontline 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year. Over the years,
the base was home to 430 Day (Fighter)
Squadron, 445, 419, 433 and 414 All-
Weather (Fighter) Squadrons. In 1992,
the last squadron (414 Squadron) left
the base, and the airfield structures
were sold.

airforce wings

2026 Celebration on June 10th

In 2006, the new Sergeant David L.
Pitcher Building, home of the Canadian
Air Defence Sector, replaced the UGC,
with state-of-the-art, air defence
computers and electronics. In 2014,
22 Wing began space surveillance,
connecting to Sapphire, Canada’s first
military satellite.

22 Wing and CFB North Bay host
an annual Armed Forces Day to
recognise members of the Canadian
and American Air Force who, as part of
NORAD and in support of the mission
of the Canadian Air Defence Sector at
22 Wing/ CFB North Bay contribute to
the successful bi-national organisation
and have been part of the North Bay
community for over 70 years.

Armed Forces Day is well attended
each spring at the beautiful North Bay
Waterfront. The event is open to the
public and free to attend and enjoy

static displays, aerial demonstrations
by the Canadian Armed Forces, and
performances by the 22 Wing Band.

Community members and visitors
alike can also tour the Canadian
Forces Museum of Aerospace Defence
located on the base at CFB North
Bay. This museum strives to create a

deeper understanding and connection
to Canada’s historical and current
contributions to air defence by creating
lasting connections to the history and
artifacts.

The RCAF 2024 celebrations marked
100 years of service for the Royal
Canadian Airforce. The centennial
milestone placed the RCAF in a
unique position to honour its distinct
heritage, recognize its tremendous
people, and generate excitement for its
bright future.
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RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

North Bay has some great indoor and outdoor
recreation facilities to try your hand at curling, tennis,
Baseball, soccer, football, Volleyball, indoor swimming

pools, downhill skiing, cross country

skiing, hiking, hockey, skating and so much more.

ARENAS + ICE SPORTS

Boart Longyear Memorial Gardens

Pete Palangio Arena

West Ferris Arena

North Bay Community & Recreation Centre
North Bay Granite Club

GYMS + WELLNESS CENTRES
Robert J Surtees Athletics Centre

22 Wing Fitness + Wellness Centre
Canadore Education Centre Gym
Canadore Sportsplex

North Bay YMCA

parks + leisure

OTHER SPORTING FACILITIES
Laurentian Ski Hill

North Bay Nordic Ski Club

Kiwanis All-Wheel Skate Park + Pump Track
North Bay Tennis Club

KTP Raquet Club

Education Centre Beach Volley Ball Courts

Three Towers Trail

Laurentian Escarpment Trails

and for all other facilities:

CONSERVATION AREAS

Experience some beautiful conservation areas in and
around North Bay:

Laurentian Escarpment Conservation Area
Laurier Woods Conservation Area

La Vase Portage Conservation Area

Eau Claire Gorge Conservation Area
Corbeil Conservation Area

Powassan Mountain Conservation Area
Shields-McLaren Conservation Area

JP Webster Nature Preserve

For more information head to: nbmca.ca/conservation-areas

BEACHES AND SPLASHPADS

Cool off during the summer in one of many great spots throughout
the city:

BEACHES

There are a total of 43 public beach access areas in North Bay
including:

Shabogesic Beach
Sunset Beach
Champlain Beach
The Cove

Olmsted Beach

NORTH BAY’S FAMILY OF ROTARY SPLASH PAD AND
PLAYGROUND

Located behind the North Bay Museum is a 3 zone family splash
pad and playground.

DOG PARKS

North Bay Off-Leash Dog Park is located next to Champlain Park
and is patrolled by the North Bay and District Humane Society
Animal Control Services.
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