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NORTH BAY TURNS 100: CELEBRATE A 
CENTURY OF COMMUNITY AND HISTORY 

No爀琀h Bay is marking 100 years as an official city in 2025 with 
a year-long celebration. F爀漀m enhanced community traditions 
to exciting new events, the Centennial promises something for 
everyone to enjoy. 

A flag-raising ceremony led by Mayor Peter Chirico kicked 
o昀昀 the year, marking the beginning of a year dedicated to 
celebrating No爀琀h Bay's 100-year journey and the exciting 
road ahead. 

Downtown streets are already dressed for the occasion 
with Centennial banners, and the official logo, designed by 
Canadore College student Maryon Mccann, making its way 
onto everything from spo爀琀s jerseys to local treats, showcasing 
the creativity and pride of the community. 

"This milestone is not just about looking back but also about 
looking ahead," said Mayor Chirico. "It's a time to celebrate 
our achievements and the strong sense of community that 
continues to define No爀琀h Bay." 

For details on Centennial events, projects, and community 
initiatives, visit no爀琀hbay.c愀⼀100. 

NORTH BAY IN 1925: A RAILWAY CITY ON THE RISE 
In 1925, North Bay was a bustling railway hub with a 
population of around 12,000. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway, which had sparked the community's bi爀琀h in 1882 
as its construction pushed westward, was thriving. Joining 
its success were the Canadian National Railway and the 
Temiskaming and No爀琀hern Ontario Railway (now Ontario 
No爀琀hland), with their construction in 1902 opening access 
to the No爀琀h's mining riches. 

The Roaring Twenties were in full swing, bringing prosperity 
and optimism. No one foresaw the Great Depression 
looming just four years ahead. The City's outlook was one 
of peace and growth, making it the perfect time to celebrate 
and elevate its status. When the idea of hosting an Old Home 
Week was proposed, No爀琀h Bay citizens embraced it with 
enthusiasm. 

The City was growing and modernizing. Streets were being 
paved, and the community expanded beyond the City proper 
to neighboring townships like West Ferris and Widdifield, 
which showed faint signs of becoming communities of their 
own. Amid this era of expansion, the time seemed right to 
pursue city status-a move driven pa爀琀ly by No爀琀h Bay's 
rivalry with Sudbury, which had not yet achieved city status 
(a milestone Sudbury wouldn't reach until 1930). 

Much like the Centennial celebrations planned for 2025, 
organizing the festivities in 1925 was a collective effo爀琀. 
A master committee was formed, subcommittees were 
established, and every organization in the City was given 
the oppo爀琀unity to pa爀琀icipate. The spirit of collaboration 
and pride was palpable, with residents coming together to 
celebrate their community's achievements and new chapter 
as Ontario's newest city. 

This historic moment not only marked No爀琀h Bay's transition 
from a quiet railway town to a recognized city but also set the 
tone for the community's enduring resilience and collective 
spirit-a legacy that continues to define No爀琀h Bay today. 

NORTH BAY'S EVOLUTION 
No爀琀h Bay's journey from a quiet railway town to a growing 
city has been shaped by resilience and growth. Economic 
hardships during the Great Depression led to community­
driven effo爀琀s to suppo爀琀 families. The bi爀琀h of the Dionne 
Quintuplets in 1934 brought global attention, transforming 
No爀琀h Bay into a tourist destination. The Second World War 
spurred military development, with the airpo爀琀 becoming a 
key defence hub. Post-war, No爀琀h Bay diversified with clean 
industries, education, and transpo爀琀ation. By the 1970s, 
No爀琀h Bay had evolved into a vibrant community, balancing 
industry, tourism, and natural beauty - a true Gateway City 
with a promising future. 

吀漀day, No爀琀h Bay remains a welcoming community, known 
for its natural beauty and quality of life. Investments in 
infrastructure and cultural programming continue to shape 
its future, while its rich history serves as a foundation for 
continued growth. 

⠀匀ou爀挀e: No爀琀h Bay Nugget a爀琀icle by Britt Jess甀瀀 published in 1975). 

The Ci琀礀's water昀爀ont, which is now a focal point for both 
locals and tourists, has evolved with the times. 圀栀at 
was once a simple industrial area has transformed into a 
vibrant cultural and recreational space. 

https://northbay.ca/100










12 spring 

One of the most captivating aspects of spring in No爀琀h 
Bay is the transformation of its natural surroundings. As 
temperatures rise, the snow and ice melt away, revealing 
the lush greenery that lies beneath. Trees and flowers burst 
fo爀琀h in a symphony of color, painting the city with hues of 
pink, purple, and white. 

For those who cherish the great outdoors, No爀琀h Bay o昀昀ers 
a multitude of oppo爀琀unities to bask in the beauty of the 
season. The city's extensive network of hiking and biking 
trails comes to life, as avid adventurers and casual strollers 
alike take to the pathways. Places like the Kinsmen Trail, 
Kate Pace Way, and the scenic trails of the Duchesnay Falls 
provide a perfect backd爀漀p for watching spring bloom. 

Water enthusiasts can take advantage of the warming 
weather by kayaking or canoeing on Trout Lake or Lake 
Nipissing or one of the region's picturesque rivers. The 

gentle ripples of the water mirror the blue skies and budding 
trees, creating a serene and tranquil environment. 

Spring also marks the return of wildlife to the region. 
Birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts can spot a wide variety 
of migratory birds that pass through No爀琀h Bay during their 
spring migration. Whether you're an experienced birder 
or a curious beginner, the region's forests, wetlands, and 
parks offer excellent oppo爀琀unities to obse爀瘀e these winged 
travelers. 

Spring is like a beautiful symphony of renewal with a vibrant 
burst of colours and life. With its enchanting landscapes, 
cultural festivals, and a plethora of outdoor activities, No爀琀h 
Bay emerges as a destination where the spirit of the season 
comes alive and its abundant natural beauty is a playground 
waiting to be explored. 
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14 paddling pristine waters 

written by discove爀礀 routes 

The opportunities to get out on the 
water are boundless in North Bay. 
Nestled on the shores of two pristine 
freshwater lakes; Trout Lake and Lake 
Nipissing, and interlaced with flowing 
rivers and creeks, secluded beaches 
and wild wetlands, this place is a water­
lovers paradise. 

Experience one of Lake Nipissing's 
spectacular sunsets on a calm 
summer's night from a stand-up 
paddleboard (SUP), or head over to 
Callander Bay with your kayak for a 
leisurely day-trip to Lake Nipissing's 
west shore to spot wildlife and 
waterfowl on the edge of a provincially 
significant cranberry bog. Kayak 
and SUP rentals are available from 
the Boathouse Rental Company 
conveniently located at North Bay's 
Waterfront Park on Memorial Drive. 

Trout Lake has a number of convenient 
public boat launches with all-day, free 
parking which makes it easy to get out 
on the water for a floating picnic or an 
early morning paddle with mist rising 
from crystal calm waters pierced by 
the haunting cry of the loon. Olmsted 
Beach on Trout Lake is home to the 

North Bay Canoe Club and dragon 
boat team. It's not unusual to see 
races and regattas of young Olympic 
hopefuls honing their skills. 

Trout Lake is the headwaters to the 
legendary Mattawa River system 
- the ancient water highway used
for generations for transportation
and trade by the area's first people,
the Anishinaabe, followed by the
Voyageurs and fur traders, lumbermen
and settlers. Modern-day explorers
can imagine the whispers of the past

for more paddling fun: 

echoing from the towering cliffs as 
they paddle the 64km route between 
No爀琀h Bay and Mattawa. With up to 
12 po爀琀ages, backcountry campsites 
and multiple access points, the paddle 
can be done as a day-trip or over any 
number of days. 

The historic La Vase Po爀琀ages are a 
series of three portages connecting 
Trout Lake to the lower La Vase River 
and Lake Nipissing. Notorious for its 
muddy conditions by the Voyageurs, 
the full route today is challenging and 
best unde爀琀aken as a guided canoe tour 
with The Friends of La Vase Po爀琀ages 
as pa爀琀 of their annual event in July. 

For world-renowned backcountry 
paddling, No爀琀h Bay is the gateway to 
Algonquin Park's quieter access points 
at Kiosk and Kawawaymog Lake. A 
number of looped routes in the Park 
are suggested by Discovery Routes at 
椀휀co瘀攀爀礀爀漀utes.ca. 
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for more trails:

https://discoveryroutes.ca/
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/see-do/activities-attractions/trails/


https://webapp.driftscape.com/map?key=RTFjSW82by9YaXNOaFAzaU84V2laQT09&_branch_match_id=1260313786325225142&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAAwXBQQqAIBAF0Nu4VCgICqRFBxHNMaV05CtFm87ee7H32halPFLobbeVpK1VXqmcyqe2800whdGjs%2B9qNYuss2A9jPMkPlAgIJXDOPDTCHqL4Ew%2FW5ClPlYAAAA%3D
https://www.northbaymuseum.com/
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/events/
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/see-do/


https://www.lavaseportages.com/
https://capitolcentre.org/


for more fishing fun:
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https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/see-do/activities-attractions/trails/?utm_source=tourism-north-bay-magazine&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=trails
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/see-do/activities-attractions/trails/?utm_source=tourism-north-bay-magazine&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=trails
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/see-do/activities-attractions/trails/?utm_source=tourism-north-bay-magazine&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=trails
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https://laurentianskihill.com/
https://www.ofsc.on.ca/
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https://chl.ca/ohl-battalion/
https://northbaynordic.ca/
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written by north bay-mattawa conservation authority 

Do you have the hea爀琀 of an 
explorer? 
At No爀琀h Bay - Mattawa Conservation 
Authority (NBMCA) conservation areas 
throughout the region, you'll discover 
the thundering waterfalls of Eau Claire 
Gorge, the footprints of glaciers at 
Corbeil, the spectacular views of 
Almaguin Highlands from Powassan 
Mountain, the "meeting of two rivers" 
at Mattawa Island, and the Lake Trout 
of Papineau Lake. 

Corbe椀氀 Conse爀瘀a琀椀on A爀攀a (15 m椀渀utes 
east of No爀琀h Ba礀Ⰰ o昀昀 H礀 17 & 94) 

Corbeil Conservation Area includes 
part of the historic LaVase River 
and its floodplain. Recognizing its 
unique ecological features, NBMCA 
developed a self-guided, 1.8 km trail 
which leads visitors through a variety of 
landscapes. Several interpretive sites 
detail the changes that occurred in the 
forest over time. A highlight of the walk 
is several interesting rock formations 
that were created by glaciers during 
the last Ice Age. 

Eau Cla爀츀 Go爀最e Conservation A爀攀a 
(40 m椀渀utes east of No爀琀h Ba礀Ⰰ o昀昀 Hwys 
17 &630) 

The most spectacular scenic feature is 
the Gorge itself, where the Amable du 
Fond river flows between steep rock 
walls in a dramatic series of rapids 
and waterfalls. A self-guided 1.9 km 
interpretive trail details the natural and 

human history of the area, including 
a long gone log slide and dam built 
on the prope爀琀y in the 1870s for the 
Mackey Lumber Company. A replica 
logger's cabin, found along the trail, 
was reconstructed in 1989. (Please 
note the cabin is for day use only -
overnight stays and campfires are not 
permitted.) 

Mattawa Island Conse爀瘀a椀n A爀攀a (48 
minutes east of No爀琀h Bay in 琀栀e 吀漀wn 
of Matta愀ꀀ 

A sandy beach on the Mattawa River, 
not far from the junction of the Mattawa 
and Ottawa Rivers, is the perfect spot 
to cool off from summer's heat and 
enjoy a family picnic. Downstream 
from the conservation area, you'll 
see the historic three white crosses 
overlooking the town, high on the crest 
of the hill on the Quebec side of the 
Ottawa River. Originally built in 1686 

58 spend the day at these conservation parks 

to mark the "meeting of two rivers", 
the crosses have been replaced and 
restored several times since. 

Papineau Lake Conse爀瘀a椀n A爀攀a (1 hr 
east of No爀琀h Ba礀Ⰰ o昀昀 H眀礀 17 east of 
Mattawa) 

A boat launching ramp and dock 
provide boaters and anglers with 
access to picturesque Papineau Lake, 
well-known with the locals for Lake 
Trout. Ontario Fishing Regulations 
for Fisheries Management Zone 11 
gives the inside scoop on the season, 
size, and limits for your catch. There 
is, however, no limit to the number of 
photographs you can take! The 227.5 
ha (562 acres), 4.3 km long lake is just 
the right size to explore in a canoe or 
kayak. You may even catch a glimpse 
of wildlife along the shoreline of this 
isolated lake. 

Powassan Mountain Conservation 
A爀攀a ⠀㈀5 m椀渀utes sou琀栀 of No爀琀h Bay in 
琀栀e Town of Powassan) 

Breathtaking views of the rolling 
highlands await you at the top of 
the gentle Powassan Mountain. An 
adjoining trail system called "The Pines" 
offers visitors a low impact recreation 
oppo爀琀unity and access to the lookout. 
The Pines Trails are maintained by local 
community volunteers suppo爀琀ed by 
the Municipality of Powassan. 

written by north bay indigenous 昀爀iendship centre 

Nestled along the scenic Chippewa 
Creek EcoPath in No爀琀h Bay, visitors 
can step into and experience the 
enchanting sanctuary of "Miskwaadesi" 
(in Ojibwe, means "Painted Tu爀琀le"). 
This remarkable partnership in 
between the North Bay Indigenous 
Friendship Centre (NBIFC) and the 
North Bay-Mattawa Conservation 
Authority (NBMCA) blends cultural 
heritage and natu爀攀 seamlessly. 

As you explore, immerse yourself in a 
vibrant tapestry of Indigenous wisdom 
and traditions interwoven with the 
beauty of nature. Four majestic cedar 
posts in yellow, red, black, and white 
beckon you to journey through the 
Medicine Wheel-a spiritual compass 
guiding us through life's complexities 
and our connection to Mother Ea爀琀h. 

Miskwaadesi's shell depicts the 13 
moons of the lunar calendar with 13 
large scutes, while 28 smaller scutes 
represent the days in between. This 
turtle also honors the Anishinaabe 
creation story, acknowledging 
Indigenous heritage in an urban setting 
where over 8,000 Indigenous people 
reside. 

More than a cultural gem, Miskwaadesi 
is an oasis for environmental restoration 
and community. NBIFC and NBMCA 
work tirelessly to reintroduce native 
plants to the habitat and by the creek, 
seven stones symbolize the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings: Love, Honesty, 
Courage, Wisdom, Truth, Humility, and 
Respect. This unique outdoor space is 
also an amphitheatre which welcomes 
gatherings for pe爀昀ormances or 

peaceful reflection on Miskwaadesi's 
teachings. 

Embark on a journey of culture, 
nature, and tradition with each step 
strengthening your bond with the land 
and its wisdom. Be enchanted by the 
"Painted Turtle," and let your spirit 
soar amid Chippewa Creek EcoPath's 
tranquil beauty. 

Visit: nbifc.o爀最/cultu爀攀/miskwaadesi­
pa椀渀ted-tu爀琀le-ampi琀栀eat爀攀 
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HOTELS & RESIDENCES

Best Western  700 Lakeshore Dr.  bestwesternnorthbay.com  705-474-5800  800-780-7234 130 • • • • • • •

Canadore College Residence  15 College Dr.  stayrcc.com/locations/north-bay/  705-980-1301x7003 (May to Sept.) 100 • •

Comfort Inn Airport  1200 O'Brien St.  comfortnorthbay.com  705-494-9444  844-682-6145 60 • • • •

Comfort Inn Lakeshore  676 Lakeshore Dr.  comfortnorthbay.com  705-476-5400  844-497-3446 81 • • • •

Days Inn & Suites North Bay  340 Main St. W.  705-495-6461  877-937-8483 42 • • •

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott  115 Eloy Rd.  705-256-6784 92 • • • • • • •

Hampton Inn by Hilton  950 McKeown Ave.  northbay.hamptonbyhilton.com  705-474-8400  877-409-8499 102 • • • • • •

Holiday Inn Express & Suites  1325 Seymour St.  hiexpress.com/northbayon  705-476-7700  866-899-9053 116 • • • • • • •

Homewood Suites by Hilton  495 Oak St. W.  hwnorthbay.homewoodsuitesbyhilton.com  705-495-3000 100 • • • • • • • •

Nipissing University Summer Accommodations   100 College Dr.   Chancellors House Residence  705-474-2526 ext. 4804  424 • • • •

Quality Inn  1525 Seymour St.  choicehotels.com/cnb42  705-495-1133 100 • • • • • •

Ramada by Wydnham  201 Pinewood Park Dr.  ramadapinewoodparkresort.ca  705-472-0810  800-461-9592 102 • • • • • •

Super 8  570 Lakeshore Dr.  super8.com  705-495-4551  888-828-4551 50 • • • • • •

Travelodge by Wyndham  718 Lakeshore Dr.  travelodgenorthbay.com  705-472-7171   866-578-7171 76 • • • • • •

MOTELS, COTTAGES & BED AND BREAKFASTS

Bay Motel  4335 Hwy. 11 N.  bay-motel.com  705-497-3140  800-954-8242 10 • • •

Bo-Mark Motel Inc.  3207 Hwy. 11 N.  bomarkmotel.com  705-474-3100  888-287-3100 12 • •

Franklin Motel & Trailer Park 444 Lakeshore Dr.  franklinmotel.ca  705-472-1360 14

Glen Garry Motel & Cottages  785 Lakeshore Dr.  705-472-1085 6 • •

Glenwood Motel & Cottages  467 Lakeshore Dr.  705-472-1644 14 • • • • •

Gray’s Log House B&B  5270 Hwy. 63  graysloghouse.com  705-495-2389 2

Knights Inn  255 McIntyre St. W.  redlion.com/knights-inn/on/north-bay/knights-inn-north-bay  705-474-4770 42 • • •

Lakeshore Suites  710 Lakeshore Dr.  lakeshoresuites.com  705-497-9000  855-497-9001 22 • • • •

Nipissing Inn  1078 Lakeshore Dr.  nipissinginn.ca  705-472-0800  800-848-0800 5 • • •

North Bay Inn  666 Lakeshore Dr.  northbayinn.ca  705-482-7537 10 • •

Sunset Inn on the Park  641 Lakeshore Dr.  sunsetinn.ca  705-472-8370  800-463-8370 23 • • • •

The Finch Beach Resort  585 Banner Ave.  stayatthefinch.ca  705-243-6474 4 • • • •

Torbay Suites  587 Banner Ave.  torbaysuites.net  705-476-0076  888-786-7229 8 • • • • •

https://myridenbt.northbay.ca/
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/northlander
https://www.tourismnorthbay.com/stay/
https://yyb.ca/
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en

